Richard W. Cromwell

October 13, 1942 - April 7, 2026

Richard W. Cromwell, a cherished man known for his kind, loving, and
humorous personality, passed away on April 7, 2026. Born on October 13,
1942, in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia, Canada, Richard lived a life devoted to his
family and the Freeport community.

Richard emigrated to the United States from his small, foggy fishing village in
1964. He later attended the Academy of Aeronautics (now Vaughn College)
before his studies were interrupted in 1967 when he was drafted into military
service.

Following his tour of duty in Vietham and an honorable discharge from the
United States Army, Richard began working at Amperex Electronic
Corporation, manufacturing vacuum tubes and semiconductors. During his
nearly 20-year career, he served as a shop steward and later as Vice
Chairman of Local 463 of the International Union of Electrical, Radio and
Machine Workers (AFL-CIO), before helping to close the plant in 1989. Known
for his ability to fix anything, Richard went on to open his own home repair and
construction business, which he operated until his retirement.

Richard married the love of his life, Lorraine “Jackie” Cromwell, in 1971, and
together they built nearly 55 years of marriage and helped raised three
children. Having lost his own father in World War Il, Richard became a father
figure to many. On summer evenings, the sound of his old, heavy wooden
garage door opening served as a clarion call to children across a two-block
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radius, signaling that “Mr. Ricardo’s” shop was open. He spent countless



hours teaching neighborhood children how to fix their bikes, while quietly
modeling what it meant to be a kind, caring, and upstanding man. In 2009,
Richard traveled to the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery in Holland to
finally pay his respects to his own father.

Richard’s sense of service extended beyond his military duty into his
community. He was a longtime member and Commander (2000-2002) of the
Freeport American Legion, William Clinton Story Post No. 342. He was also a
devoted member of the First Baptist Church of Freeport (Cornerstone), where
he participated in the men’s choir and men’s group and generously
contributed his skills to building maintenance.

Richard’s presence will be deeply missed by all who had the privilege of
knowing him.

He was predeceased by his parents, Percy Clayton Cromwell and Lillian Beryl
(Kelley) Cromwell; his siblings, Clayton Louis Cromwell, Lillian May Cromwell,
and Rayetta Joanne (Cromwell) Barry; his sons, David Scott Cromwell and
Richard Shawn Cromwell; and his niece, DeAnne (Barry) Adams.

Richard is survived by his beloved wife, Lorraine Cromwell; his children, Mark
Jones, Kimberly (Gary) Gaskins, and Lori (Pascal Charron) Cromwell-
Charron; his nieces, Wendy Barry, Pam (Dudley Scott) Barry, Janice (Alvin
Albert) Barry-Albert, Karen (Sky) McFarland, Nadine (Reyna) Thompson,
Elizabeth Cromwell, and Lilli (Gerald Richardson) Cromwell; as well as five
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.



Previous Events
Viewing

APR 16. 4:.00 PM - 7:00 PM (ET)

The Freeport Church of God
580 Babylon Turnpike
Freeport, NY 11520

Church Service

APR 17. 10:00 AM (ET)

The Freeport Church of God
580 Babylon Turnpike
Freeport, NY 11520

Burial

APR 17 (ET)

Calverton National Cemetery
Wading River , NY 11792
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Wendy Barry and family - April 17 at 09:31 AM

You will be missed Mr. Cromwell. Thank you for the loving kindness
you always showed me and eventually my daughter. And thank you
for the ridiculous sense of humor you gave Lori. You were a an
example of what a father should be. A hero, a protector, a light, and
a shoulder.

Dolores - April 16 at 03:41 PM

Dreams From the Heart Bouquet was purchased
for the family of Richard W. Cromwell.

April 16 at 11:52 AM
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2 files added to the album Richard Cromwell

Lori - April 14 at 02:11 PM

Richard was always so caring and generous to everyone and such
a blessing to the tetreault family among many
Love and prayers from Phyllis bill and family

bill tetreault - April 12 at 09:11 PM



