
JoAnn Geraci-Beauford
October 28, 1950 - February 21, 2025

JoAnn Phyllis Geraci-Beauford was born on October 28, 1950 to Thomas and Mae-
Domenica Geraci in Brooklyn, NY. She was the youngest of 3 siblings, her brother
Thomas and sister, Susan. Growing up in an Italian American family, her values were
rooted deeply in God, Family and Food. She was passionate about all 3 of those things.
Everything she did was infused with passion. If JoAnn was doing anything, she was giving
it her ALL, always! JoAnn was spunky, kind and determined as a child. 

 

She would be ready to run around and play baseball in the streets, go on bread truck rides
with her dad and rescue animals from the street with her mom. She would be the first to
tell you that she had a wonderful childhood with amazing parents. She would tell you "I
didn't want for nothing." Throughout JoAnn's childhood, she had some health issues but
she was always a fighter, and was until her very last breath! 

 

Fast forward some years...JoAnn decided to enroll in college off of a bet from a friend.
She said, "if they can do it, so can I." She attended undergrad at Kings Community
College. During her time in college, she worked different jobs at Courtesy drugstore and a
local movie theater. There, she made lifelong friendships and had many travel adventures!
Anyone that knew her during that time would tell you that she was an incredible friend.
She was inspiring, forward thinking, carefree and adventurous! 

 

Fast forward a little bit more...The year is 1976 and JoAnn met the love of her life. JoAnn
was teaching at the United Nations school in Manhattan when she stepped into the
elevator and bumped into this tall, dark, handsome man. He happened to be the gym
teacher, bus driver and handyman extraordinaire for the school. As James Beauford Sr.
would say, "She took my feet out from under me. She cut my legs!" They had their first
date at Nathan's with hot dogs and fries...and the rest is history! A year later, they got
married on March 19th, 1977. They were together for 45 years before he passed in 2021.
They had their fair share of ups and downs but they stuck by one another through it all! 

 

A year later, they welcomed their first child- James Jr. JoAnn and Jim lived in humble



spaces throughout Brooklyn, including with JoAnn's parents in Canarsie. After becoming a
mother, she decided to take her education to the next level. Even though she had already
been teaching for a number of years, she decided to get her Masters degree in Education.
She attended New York University (NYU) while teaching and mothering full-time! 

 

In 1983, JoAnn and Jim had baby boy #2, Jonathan! JoAnn graduated from NYU. She
continued to teach in New York City schools in Manhattan and Brooklyn. In 1987, JoAnn
and Jim welcomed their final child, baby girl, Mae-Domenica. They all continued to live
with JoAnn's mom and dad in Brooklyn, until her mom fell ill with Parkinson's disease.
JoAnn and Jim became full-time care-takers of her mom at that point. They moved out to
Freeport, Long Island in 1990, so that they would have more space and a handicap
accessible home for their family to take care of JoAnn's mom. 

 

JoAnn poured everything she had into her family. She was always a fun, caring, teach you
and tell it to you straight mom. She would do anything for her family. JoAnn instilled
compassion, hard work and creativity in her 3 kids. She taught them to be open to all
people and to not take any mess from anybody! 

 

JoAnn was also an excellent cook. Her children's friends and families would flock to her
house to get the most delicious meals: spaghetti and meatballs, chicken cutlets, pesto
pasta, eggplant parmigiana… 

 

In 2007, JoAnn's son, James got married to Nicole. In 2018, JoAnn's daughter, Domenica
got married to Brian. In 2019, JoAnn's son, Jonathan got married to Kelley. 

 

In 2009, JoAnn's first grandchild was born, Abigail. In 2012, JoAnn welcomed her second
grandchild, Natalie. In 2015, her only grandson, Dominic was born. In 2019, JoAnn's
fourth grandchild, Josephina came into the world. In 2022, her fifth grandchild was born,
Cecilia. JoAnn took care of and taught her grandchildren like they were her own. Everyone
would agree that Noni was the best! 

 

Another important part of JoAnn's identity was being an educator. For 35 years she was a
passionate, dynamic, caring teacher to the children in the New York City schools. JoAnn
always provided exciting experiences for her students. She pushed them to be their best
everyday and to always work hard. JoAnn would spend hours planning lessons. She
would rewind and fast forward tapes for hours as she created scripts for class plays such
as Little Mermaid, Grease and Hercules. JoAnn believed in and truly transformed her
students. 

 



During the past 35 years living in Freeport, she was always a dedicated, inspiring
community member. JoAnn actively participated in Dollars for Scholars, raising money for
scholarships for Freeport students. JoAnn could be seen selling t-shirts and sweatshirts at
all community and school events throughout the year raising money for Dollars for
Scholars. She held the office of Vice President and Secretary to contribute to the Freeport
Public School PTAs. JoAnn voluntarily headed the 2 Sports Nights, STEM Night and the
Plant Sale at Bayview Ave School and initiated and donated from the PTA plants for a
beautification garden project. She continued to do all of these things and more as 3 of her
grandchildren are still in Freeport Public Schools. Throughout the years, she has received
various awards for her education and community work! 

 

JoAnn Geraci-Beauford’s life truly mattered and made an impact that will be felt for years
to come. She will be incredibly missed by family, friends and the community! 

In lieu of flowers, please consider donating to Freeport Dollars for Scholars in JoAnn’s
name to help provide scholarships to Freeport students. 

https://secure.givelively.org/donate/freeport-dollars-for-scholars
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Odette Wills - March 15, 2025 at 09:18 AM

Tribute to the Extraordinary JoAnn Geraci-Beauford 
 
I am deeply saddened that I am unable to be present to celebrate the life of my
dear friend; but I wanted you to know that I am thinking of you and praying that
God would continue to grant comfort, peace and strength in the days ahead. 
 
Our relationship grew over the years from our parent/teacher partnership when I
was Jonathan and Domenica's 4th grade teacher, to grandparent/principal when
Abby and Natalie came to Bayview. Through the decades we became friends. 
 
To know her was to love her. The unforgettable Mrs. Beauford modeled for us
how to live well: in marriage, in family and in community. She had a magnetic
personality, winning smile and a can-do attitude. She was distinctively selfless,
sacrificially hardworking, singularly focused on achieving each established goal.
She was generous, loving and kind. Whether it was for her family or for Freeport -
no task was too big or small. She didn’t take no for an answer and her sentiments
were rarely withheld; but one thing is certain— she always got the job done! 
 
Although diminutive in stature, anyone who met her knew they were in the
presence of a giant. JoAnn left an indelible and irreplaceable impact on all of our
lives. I will always appreciate that God placed her in my life. 
 
JoAnn Beauford will always remembered as a beloved wife and mother, adoring
grandmother, Freeport's finest and a faithful friend. 
 
Always in my heart, 
Odette Wills 
Former Bayview Principal

Judy Yadda - March 10, 2025 at 03:42 PM

Dear James & Beauford Family, I was so saddened to learn of the passing of your
sweet Mother from Frank Smith. Mother's are so very special and your Mom had
a beautiful smile and heart. Your memories will be comforting and keep the
stories alive for the next generation to know how special she was. May she RIP. 
 
Sincerely, Judy Yadda
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Anthony Fiore - March 06, 2025 at 12:09 PM

My Dear Cousin Joann, 
 I remember the days when your family lived in Canarsie

and we would get together for dinner. You always thought
of me and invited me over for a get together. We had good
times when you picked me up and we would go to Cousin
Kate's. I will never forget our times and you will always be in my thoughts and
prayers. May you rest in peace. 

 Love,
 Cousin Anthony Fiore

Angela Staton - February 28, 2025 at 11:35 AM

Omg! I saw JoAnn during the last Freeport Festival and was hoping to see her
again. I’m so very sad to hear of her passing. The Freeport Community and
Freeport Schools have lost a valuable committed soul. I so enjoyed her
exuberance and friendly welcome every time we met. I first met her when I joined
the PTA when my children Michael and Ashleigh began attending the Freeport
Schools in 1993. I thought her the most dynamic person I’d met in a long time.
We worked together on the Freeport HS PTA as well as on the Dollars for
Scholars and Parents Night Out dances to raise scholarship money for our
youngsters. Her home, the meeting place for many of our planning sessions, was
always welcoming and filled with delicious food. 
I will certainly miss her smiling face in Freeport. 
Rest well good and faithful servant JoAnn. 
My condolences and prayers go out to her family.  
Angela Staton

James Stalzer - February 27, 2025 at 11:35 AM

A wonderful woman, devoted to her family and friends and the many children who
attended Freeport Schools. James Stalzer

Shirley - February 26, 2025 at 07:14 AM

JoAnn was our neighbor  1 house down she would be outside sometimes with
bella in the summer until bella started getting more ill everything we had a a
chance to see JoAnn during the days she would invite my son over because he
would always ask for bella and she would come inside and see her thank you
JoAnn for your wonderful times for sharing with us many stories for inspiring and
always telling the boys that they have to do their best and try hard to achieve
thank you for so many wise words rest in peace  beautiful soul
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Judy Cohen - February 25, 2025 at 04:09 PM

My name is Judy Cohen I taught with Joann at PS134q, she was a wonderful
creative teacher, and a lovely caring friend. She will be missed.

Kristen Petersen - February 23, 2025 at 01:14 PM

2 files added to the album Fiore cousins

Kristen Petersen - February 23, 2025 at 01:07 PM

1 file added to the album Fiore Cousins


